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‘Play takes many forms Everyone knows 
‘play’ when they see it – on streets, in 
villages, on playgrounds, in classrooms. 
People from every culture, economic 
background and community engage in 
play from their earliest years. Yet play can 
be hard to define.’ - UNICEF

Why does play matter?



“…my children love coming here, they get to 
communicate with other children, they experience 

learning through play. There’s a sense of welcome and 
warmth from everyone. I feel safe whenever I talk to 

the staff about any worries.”

Play in action: pre-school

The home environment and the community 
are where young children spend the larger, if 

not the largest, part of their early lives, 
interacting with parents, siblings, extended 

family members, and neighbours. These 
interactions and relationships have a 

significant influence over how children 
understand and experience the world around 

them - UNICEF



• Self-directed
• Encourages creativity
• Imaginative
• Connection with outdoors

Play in action: Community adventure Play for school 
age children

• Higher proportion  of girls attend our local play 
sites than most youth and sports providers

• Attracts high numbers of global majority families 
and children

• Reaches high proportion of low-income families
• Has been designed to be inclusive for disabled 
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The games library – what difference does it make?



Tabletop role playing 
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